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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOLVERTON 


20 ,  Market  Square  , 

Stony  Stratford, 

Milton  Keynes,  MK11  1BE 

28th  July ,  1973 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This,  the  penultimate  annual  report  to  be  presented  to  the 
Council ,  contains  some  basic  facts  and  figures  required  by 
statute  to  indicate  the  health  of  the  community,  with  a 
commentary  to  suggest  some  of  the  areas  where  problems  occur 
and  improvements  are  necessary.  The  figures  themselves  suggest 
nothing  startling,  and  the  general  health  is  well  up  to  national 
standards.  The  figures  which  we  have  to  record  are  not  good 
indicators  of  the  true  level  of  health  in  the  community;  we 
do  not  have  an  accurate  measurement  of  conditions  which  cause 
a  great  deal  of  poor  health  (for  example  -  arthritis  and 
bronchitis).  I  hope  that  when  the  health  service  is  re¬ 
organised  one  of  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  will  be  more 
accurate  and  useful  epidemiology. 

Communicable  Diseases 


Once  again,  the  year  has  been  uneventful.  One  single 
typhoid  case  occurred  in  an  individual  infected  during  a 
visit  to  the  continent. 

Health  Centres 

The  centre,  sited  at  Cofferidge  Close,  Stony  Stratford 
was  given  the  go  ahead,  and  construction  work  commenced.  A 
temporary  clinic  at  Galley  Hill  was  opened  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  accommodation  offered  and  taken  up  by  local  general 
pr  a  ctitioners.  Plans  are  being  made  for  a  similar  temporary 
clinic  at  Green  Leys  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  health  centre 
for  Wolverton. 

Family  Planning 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  this  service  is  soon  to  be 
recognised  as  an  important  part  of  the  National  Health  Service 
with  parliament  making  a  definate  decision  to  this  effect.  In 
the  coming  year  the  county  council  will  be  offering  a  compre¬ 
hensive  service,  thus  relieving  the  burden  at  present  left  to 
volunteers,  who  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  their  time  and 
energy  in  the  past  in  order  to  provide  a  service  of  good 
standard.  The  strains  of  maintaining  an  adequate  service  by 
volunteers  are  too  great  to  cope  with  the  incoming  population. 

Drug  Abuse 

There  appears  to  be  no  problem  of  hard  drug  addiction  in 
the  area  at  present.  However,  the  use  of  soft  drugs  in 
particular  cannabis  -  appears  to  be  not  uncommon  in  certain 
groups.  Individuals  who  have  close  contact  with  the  young 
meet  at  regular  intervals  to  inform  themselves  of  the  current 
picture,  and  discuss  ways  and  means  to  combat  drug  abuse. 


Many  youths  and  young  adults  take  these  drugs  by  way  of 
experiment  and  fortunately  do  not  persist  with  their 
use  for  long.  We  must  view  with  apprehension  increased 
acceptance  of  the  view  that  cannabis  is  a  substance  that 
should  be  available  to  all.  People  -  especially  adoles¬ 
cents  -  who  find  the  need  to  take  these  drugs  (for  no 
medical  reason)  require  a  better  relationship  with  their 
parents  or  close  friends,  and  guidance  and  moral  support 
during  periods  of  crises.  It  is  sad  (but  incredibly  true 
th  at  many  parents  never  hold  conversations  with  their 
children,  for  example.  Others  might  need  to  examine  their 
way  of  life  to  try  and  reason  why  they  are  unable  to  gain 
suffient  satisfaction  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  to 
turn  to  chemical  substances  to  create  a  distorted  picture 
of  themselves  and  the  world.  The  real  tragedy  lies  in  the 
fact  that  greater  affluence  does  not  improve  the  outlook. 
As  long  as  we  assume  that  the  answer  to  our  frustrations, 
or  stresses  in  marriage  and  work,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
latest  pill  for  headaches,  indigestion,  insomnia  or  what¬ 
ever,  so  will  our  children  grow  up  to  think  likewise. 

Our  attitude  to  the  common  and  legally  available  drugs  is 
too  casual  and  children  notice  this. 

The  Future 


So  much  work  nowadays  does  not  provide  satisfaction; 
staff  cannot  therefore  function  at  a  optimum  level  and 
the  quality  of  work  is  not  high.  Despite  some  frustrations, 
the  philosophy  of  the  health  department  has  been,  in  the 
recent  past  at  least  ,  to  work  with  the  public  and  to  ensure 
that  everyone  is  satisfied  that  everything  that  needs  to  be 
done,  or  can  be  done,  has  been  done  properly.  Me  have 
always  tried  to  avoid  the  impression  that  we  are  Watch¬ 
dogs'  anxious  to  pounce  whenever  someone  slips  up.  A 
superior  service  is  provided  when  we  look  upon  our  task  as 
advisors  and  educators.  The  'inspection'  part  of  the  job 
is  done  with  this  in  mind  and  not  with  a  'snoopers' 
attitude.  Recourse  to  the  weight  of  law  is  rare  and  this 
is  a  measure  of  success  in  this  type  of  approach  to  achieve 
co-operation . 

While  many  commercial  organisations  require  some  of 
their  key  individuals  to  adopt  an  aggresive  attitude ,  it 
is  a  characteristic  that  should  be  required  rarely  in 
public  health  work.  The  job  nevertheless  demands  a  per¬ 
sonality  strong  enough  to  cope  with  aggressive  attitudes 
from  others ,  and  in  sympathy  with  those  with  difficult 
problems . 

In  the  personal  health  field  the  position  looks  far 
from  satisfactory.  Two  points  especially  are  worth 
serious  consideration.  While  we  will  not  know  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  health  district  until  the  autumn  or  winter, 
there  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  this  will  be  based 
in  Aylesbury  to  cover  north  and  mid  Bucks.  In  other  words, 
the  "smallett  population  for  which  comprehensive  health 
care  can  be  planned,  organised  and  provided''  might  include 
places  as  far  apart  as  Long  Crendon  and  Edlesborough  in 
the  South  to  Lavendon  and  Turweston  in  the  North. 


This ,  despite  the  fact  that  planning  arrangements 
followed  for  the  past  few  years  in  the  north  have 
been  similar  to  the  proposals  in  the  new  National 
Health  Service  Billc  Unless  a  district  is  formed 
corresponding  roughly  to  the  No.  1  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  district,  the  expertise,  experience  and  for¬ 
ward  planning  already  used  and  carried  out  by 
many  people  from  diverse  disciplines  will  be  dis¬ 
sipated.,  This  is  of  significance  in  relation  to 
the  plans  for  the  Milton  Keynes  health  service. 

The  other  point  is  a  repetition  of  a  case  I 
made  in  last  year's  report  for  adequate  consumer 
representation.  The  proposed  Community  Health 
Councils  will  require  vigorous  members  if  they  are 
to  have  any  effect  at  all.  As  the  Area  Health 
Authority  is  not  an  elected  body,  and  few  members 
of  the  Council  will  be  members  of  this  body,  con¬ 
sumer  influence  will  be  minimal. 

Staffing 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been  no 
change  in  personnel  in  the  department  over  the 
last  year. 


In  common  with  other  local  authorities  and 
some  health  services  staff,  a  great  deal  of  extrca 
time  and  thought  is  being  devoted  to  re-organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  health  services.  In  the  environmental 
health  field  the  new  district  No.  1  has  made  sub¬ 
stantial  progress  in  forming  recommendations  that 
should  enable  the  public  to  get  a  satisfactory 
service,  reasonably  accessible,  in  a  frame-work 
that  should  be  readily  understandable.  Although 
many  important  matters  have  yet  to  be  discussed 
and  decided,  the  morale  of  the  staff  has  been 
maintained  and  they  are  optimistic  in  the  hope 
that  they  will  be  able  to  provide  a  first-class 
service  with  the  support  of  the  new  members. 


I  am , 


Your  obedient  servant , 


Peter  Lavis. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 
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SECTION  A  CONT » D 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
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Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
MaJ-ignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia  . • o  *oo  ooo  .  o  « 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms® 

Benigh  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus  .  »  .  «,  „  «  .  .  ® 

Meningitis  o  o  „  .  .  „  ®..  ®  «  ®  . 

Active  Rheumatic  Fever  ®  » .  ®  .  « 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 
Hypertensive  Disease...  ®.®  .  o„ 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  .  «  .  ®  .  ® 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  .  .  ® 
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Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
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Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  e  <> .  »  ®  » 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . 
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Dis  ease  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  « 
Congenital  Anomalies  . »  »  »  »  » 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions « 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ®  » .  . ®  » 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries®, 
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SECTION 


B 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE : 


(Tel.  Diet chi ey  72565 ) •  Administered  by  Bucks-  County 
Council.  Main  station  at  Bletchley  with  sub-stations  at 
Newport  Pagnell  and  Buckingham. 

2  -  HOSPITALS : 

Under  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Patients 
are  generally  treated  at  Northampton.  Out  patients 
facilities  available  at  the  Meacham  Diagnostic  Clinic  at 
Wolverton  and  the  Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Stony  Stratford. 

3.  LABORATORY : 

General  Hospital,  Northampton  (Tel.  34347). 

4 .  HEALTH  VISITORS/DISTRICT  NURSES/ 

MIDWIVES  ETC. 


Now  attached  to  General  Practice.  Area  Nursing 
Officer  -  Area  Health  Offices  (Tel.  Bletchley  7**70 1 )  . 

5.  CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS: 


Held  regularly  at  - 

Scout  Kail ,  Wolverton 
Scout  Hall ,  Stony  Stratford 
122,  Newport  Road,  New  Bradwell . 

Welfare  foods  are  available  at  each  centre. 

6.  DENTAL  CLINIC: 

122a,  Church  Street,  Wolverton.  Treatment  offered 
to  children  and  expectant  mothers.  In  addition,  schools 
are  visited  regularly  by  the  dentist. 

7.  HEALTH  EDUCATION: 

Area  Organiser  -  Mr.  T.  Watson  at  Area  Health  Office, 
Bletchley . 

8.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE: 


Administered  from  Area  Health  Office.  This  includes 
arrangements  for  examination  of  pupils  in  accordance  with 
the  Education  Act,  1944,  ascertainment  of  handicap  and 
arranging  for  appropriate  treatment.  B.C.G.  vaccination 
against  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the  schools  as  well 
as  booster  doses  of  polio,  diptheria  and  tetanus  antigens. 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  -  Whalley  Drive,  Bletchley. 
Psychiatrist  -  Dr »  M.  Lindsay.  Speech  Therapy  -  Community 
House,  Church  Street,  Wolverton. 


9- 


C ONTRAC EPTI  ON  AD  VI  C  E  : 


Weekly  clinics  held  at  Meacham  Clinic ,  Wolverton 
by  the  Family  Planning  Association  (by  appointment 
Tel.  Bletchley  72285)  - 

10 .  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY : 

Carried  out  by  family  doctors  and  at  Meacham 
Clinic,  Wolverton  (Tel.  Bletchley  74701  for  appointment). 

1 1 .  MARRIAGE  GUIDANCE  COUNCIL : 

Whalley  Drive  Health  Clinic,  Bletchley  (By 
appointment  Tel.  Bletchley  74500). 

12 .  OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY : 

226,  Queensway ,  Bletchley. 

13-  SOCIAL  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT: 

(Former  welfare  and  children  department).  Area 
Officer  -  Mr.  P.  K.  Smith  at  Maybrook  House,  Queensway, 
Bletchley.  (Tel.  Bletchley  7^701) 


SECTION 


C 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASE 

Notif ications  with  comparative  figures  for  1971 


1971  1972 

Scarlet  Fever  4  3 

Measles  10  3 

Infective  Hepatitis  -  1 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Typhoid  Fever  -  1 


Salmonella 


2 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  MANAGER 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


9  7  2 


SECTION 


D 


HOUSING 


The  year  has  been  one  in  which  great  progess  has 
been  made.  The  rate  of  making  improvement  grants, 
both  standard  and  discretionary  has  been  accelerated 
with  the  consequence  that  the  calibre  of  the  housing 
stock  is  being  enhanced.  Improvement  areas  have  been 
defined  embracing  properties  in  New  Bradwell ,  Stony 
Stratford  and  Wolverton.  Of  these  the  Oxford  Street/ 
Bedford  Street  area  is  the  most  advanced.  The  public 
have  seen  and  generally  approved  the  proposals  and 
the  work  should  shortly  be  commenced. 

It  is  hoped  that  over  the  next  five  years 
virtually  the  whole  of  Wolverton  ward  will  be  covered 
by  environmental  improvement  schemes. 


SECTION 


E 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


1 o  Nat er 

Water  is  supplied  and  distributed  by  the  Bucks.  Water 
Board.  Samples  are  regularly  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  examination.  A  total 
of  236  samples  were  so  submitted. 

2 o  Public  Cleansing 

This  is  on  a  satisfactory  basis. 

3 o  Sewage  and  Sewerage  Disposal 

Calverton  is  now  sewered  and  the  work  of  connecting 
properties  has  been  commenced. 

4 .  Of f i ces,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act ,  19 63" 

The  statutory  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
Department  of  Employment. 

5  -  Clean  Air  Acts 


The  control  of  chimney  heights  and  other  associated 
matters  has  continued.  The  greatly  increased  industrial 
development  has  caused  us  to  look  at  background  levels  of 
pollution  and  monitoring  is  taking  place. 

6 .  Noise  Abatement 


The  rate  of  development  and  the  associated  building 
and  civil  engineering  work  has  given  rise  to  complaints. 
Invariably  these  are  abated  by  the  completion  of  the  work 
but  great  attention  has  had  to  be  given  to  the  possible 
noise  levels  emitted  from  industrial  premises. 


SECTION 


F 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


General 


The  number  of  complaints  made  concerning  unsound 
food  has  increased.  In  many  instances  these ,  after 
investigation,  are  proved  to  be  due  to  inadequate 
stock  rotation.  The  clear  date  marking  of  food 
would  provide  a  guide  to  both  the  purchasing  public 
and  staff  of  food  establishments. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Details  are  given  beloi-7  of  the  type  of  foods 
voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction:- 


Apple  fritters 

L 

pkt  s 

Liver  slices 

5 

pkts 

Arctic  Rolls 

7 

roils 

Mixed  vegetables 

4 

it 

Beefburgers 

38 

pkt  s 

Mousse 

284 

crts; 

Beef  curry  with  rice 

6 

tt 

Pastry 

11 

pkts. 

Beef  steak  pie 

16 

11 

Peas 

24 

it 

Braised  beef 

24 

tt 

Peas  &  sweet  corn 

1 

pkt 

Broad  beans 

4 

it 

Pet  fritters 

1 

it 

Brunchios 

4 

it 

Plaice  fillets 

3 

pkts 

Brussell  sprouts 

4 

n 

Plaice  portions 

5 

11 

Chicken  &  mushroom  casserole 

11 

pkts 

Pork  sausages 

5 

ti 

"  pie 

4 

it 

Potato  croquettes 

5 

"  1 

M  portions 

4 

it 

Potato  fries 

1 

pkt 

M  quarters 

6 

11 

Potato  fritters 

1? 

pkts  Lr 

Chips 

2 

11 

Prawns 

5 

it 

Chocolate  eclairs 

Li. 

JL 

ti 

Puff  pastry 

9 

11 

Chopped  spinach 

9 

11 

Raspberries 

3 

tins  I 

Cod  in  batter 

10 

ti 

Roast  meat 

5 

" 

Cod  &  chips 

4 

it 

Roast  pork 

5 

I. 

Cod  in  crumbs 

4 

it 

Sausage  rolls 

2 

pkts 

Cod  fillets 

4 

ti 

Savoury  rissole 

1 

pkt 

Cod  portions 

11 

ti 

Scampi 

2 

pkts  3 

Cod  steaks 

ti 

Shepherds  pie 

8 

it 

Cod  in  sauce 

12 

it 

Smoked  haddock 

3 

1! 

Curry 

3 

it 

Smoked  salmon 

9 

IT 

Cut  beans 

1 

pkt 

Sponges 

14 

II 

Faggots 

11 

pkts 

Steak  8c  kidney  pies 

10 

It 

Faggots  in  sauce 

2 

pkts 

St eaklets 

8 

II 

Fish  Cakes 

16 

11 

Strawberries 

2 

tt 

Fish  fingers 

32 

ti 

Strawberry  fools 

10 

II 

Fuf f ics 

3 

it 

Trifles 

50 

It 

Golden  burgers 

2 

it 

Vegetable  medley 

2 

It 

Green  beans 

21 

11 

Vol  au  vent  pastry 

Haricots  verts 

3 

it 

cases 

6 

II 

Hidden  centres 

10 

11 

White  bait 

2 

pkts 

Juice 

10 

cans 

Whole  plaice 

5 

11 

Kipper  fillets 

3 

pkts 

Yorkshire  puddings 

8 

it 

Much  of  this  food  has  been  condemned  because  of  frozen  food 
storage  cabinet  breakdoras.  In  view  of  the  amount  of  work 
involved  by  the  inspection,  certification,  and  disposal  of 
this  food,  I  intend  to  make  representations  to  insurance 
companies  concerning  the  possibility  of  the  Council  receiving 
some  recompense.. 


SECTION 


G 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  TIIE  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  196I0 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1  (i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,  2 ,  3  ? 

4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

15 

7 

4 

- 

(ii  ) 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

52 

22 

.  -  .  . 

- 

- 

( iii ) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out¬ 
workers  ’ 
premises ) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

67 

|  24 

4 

I  — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found « 


i 

Referred 

Number  of 
cases  in  whic 

F  ound 

Remedied 

To  HcMo 
Inspector 

By  H  ,M . 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.  1) 

o 

2 

- 

— 

Overcrowding  (So2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (So3) 

— 

_ 

_  _ 

Ventilation  that  is 
inadequate  (S»4) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S=6) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S07) 

— 

— 

_ 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

on 

^ m 

(b)  Unsuitable 

2 

2 

mim 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

(Not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

i 

I 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

- 

- 

